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Welcome Ian, can you tell us 
something of your career?
I was born and bred in Scotland, 
with a brief four years in the Isle of 
Man. Bit of a nomad in early life 
due to my father being a lighthouse 

keeper, which led to being moved around every three to 
four years. Started off at Killantringan near Portpatrick, 
before moving to Rattery Head between Peterhead and 
Fraserburgh, then to Point of Ayre IoM, before finishing 
school in Stromness, where my father was stationed on 
Copinsay and later Pentland Skerries. Sailing and the sea 
played more of a role in early life before heading to 
Aberdeen in 1982 and four years at Robert Gordon’s 
Institute of Technology (now RGU) to become an 
electronics engineer. 

I graduated in 1986 with a BSc(Hons), and have been 
involved with the oil industry ever since. I started off 
picking up the development of a computer system which 
monitors and controls the assembly of the pipe, known as 
tubing and casing, which brings the oil and gas to the 
surface. After that I spent a few years designing 
instrumentation for offshore, before jumping ship – pun 
intended – and spending 15 years offshore looking after 
all things electrical on several semi-submersible drilling 
rigs, initially as electronics tech, then as chief electrician. 

Most of the rig runs on electricity and it’s a lot for four 
guys to look after. In 2010 I gave up the offshore life and 
joined with a previous colleague who had emigrated and 
started up his own company in the USA. This was a 
return to where I started – pipe running equipment, 
working mainly from home with many trips to the USA, 
where I still work part-time. On the aviation front, for the 

last four years I’ve been chairman of the Scottish Aero 
Club at Perth.

What started your interest in aviation?
I’ve always had a passing interest in aviation, possibly 
from seeing/hearing Concorde doing test flights up the 
Irish Sea in 1969/1970 when we were at Killantringan. I 
started aeromodelling in 1987, flying various model 
aircraft, including helicopters. In 1991 I got involved in 
running the Scottish Model Helicopter championships 
near Aberdeen, and 30 years later I’m still looking for 
someone else to take it over. I haven’t flown many 
models for a long while but still own quite a few… 
maybe when I retire!

In what, where and when was the first 
flight?
My first commercial flight was on an Occidental charter 
from Kirkwall via Flotta to Aberdeen, in a Twin Otter to 
start college in 1982. This was organised by my brother, 
who worked on Flotta, and spare seats were available to 
the family. My second flight was in a Bo105 helicopter 
from Stromness to Pentland Skerries. My father was 
looking after the light on Pentland Skerries, and as he 
wasn’t to be home during my Easter break from college, I 
was offered a run in the 105 to see him for a few hours.

Later in the day I was collected and dropped off at 
Dounreay for an hour or so before heading back to 
Stromness, low-level through the hills of Hoy. It was a few 
years later before I got airborne again, Air UK 146 to 
Amsterdam for work. The flight went from Aberdeen via 
Edinburgh and on the 20 minute flight they served 
coffee… just.
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Below Ian’s very 
nice Van’s RV-6A 
which first flew in 
2015.

Where did you do your flight training?
I started my PPL with Tayside Aviation at Dundee in 
March 2000, and passed, complete with a night rating, in 
April 2001 with 49 hours 20 minutes logged. First solo 
was at 10 hours 45 minutes. Half my PPL was on C152 
and then the DA20, sometimes both on the same day, 
DA20 during the day, C152 after dark! 

Post-PPL I progressed onto the PA28 and started an 
IMC rating in Oct 2002, and completed in March 2003. In 
2006 Tayside bought five Grob Herron G115Ds. These 
were aerobatic, which was next on my list, and after 
following the AOPA course, I passed the test in October.

In 2019/2020 I completed the 14 ATPL exams with the 
help of Bristol Groundschool and I’m presently working 
towards the Competency Based Instrument Rating 
(CBIR), with the plan being formulated, as I write, for later 
in the year to do an instructor rating.

How did you hear about the LAA ? 
My first encounter with the LAA, PFA as it was, would 
have been in 1993 when I went to work for a fellow 
member who was building a RV-6A at the time, the 
wings of which were stored on a mezzanine deck above 
my office / workshop. I have flown in the completed 
aircraft many times, and to several rallies before my own 
6A was completed. Both aircraft now sit next to each 
other at Perth. I joined the PFA in 2000 when I started to 
build my 6A. 

How many types of and hours have you 
flown?
I’ve flown 10 types, C152, DA20, C172, PA28, G115D, 
EV97, RV-6A, RV-12, T67M-250 and SNJ-6 – with 26 
different instructors, mostly club check rides and for 
rentals in the USA. I currently have 570 hours total time, 
mostly in the last six years, helped with getting my RV 
flying, which accounts for 328 of them.

Do you have a favourite and less so type?
Favourite is probably the RV-6A, quick, nimble and can 
be turned upside down, but I’m just slightly biased. Least 
is probably one of the old 172s for the opposite reasons.

What aircraft have you owned?
I’ve only ever owned the RV-6A. I bought the empennage 
complete, unseen, from a nice, now former, Virgin Atlantic 
pilot in late 2000. The build was part of the journey for me 
and hence the enjoyment was spread over 14 years, with 
the first flight being in March 2015. 

After the first flight I dropped the empennage builder 
an email and he and his wife met me at the Rally in 2016 
to inspect the final product.

Most of the build was single-handed with assistance, 
when required, from my ever-enduring wife, who was 
pregnant while riveting on the lower wing skins. A couple 
of friends, when visiting, were also pressed into action. 

RV’s feature highly in my aviation, not only as I built 
and fly one, but I also look after the rvuk.co.uk website 
and help moderate one of the UK forums, which earned 
me a Royal Aero Club Certificate of Appreciation in 2014.

What is your best aviation moment?
There are several; the lighthouse Bo105 has to be in 
there. The first flight of my RV-6A, and the second flight 
where I got to fly as well. The test flying was conducted 
by Dai Heather-Hayes, who can’t help but teach no 
matter what the mission. On the second flight Dai was 
keen to ensure the engine was run in properly, and so 2.5 
hours later the job was done. The last 30 minutes at full 
power at 1,500ft, the RV doing 179kt, the report from my 
wife later, when I phoned to say all was well, having 
pre-warned her we may fly over the house was, ‘by heck 
you were shifting’. The RV grin is a real factor. 

Then there’s the Texan, especially when the instructor 
found out I had a RV and an aerobatic rating, and so the 
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45 minutes aero flight was going to be just that. His 
attitude changed completely, nailing the first barrel roll 
plus his comment of appreciation made the day.

I spent far too much time in the back of helicopters, 
around three hours a month for 15 years would give a 
rough number. Two flights are of note, first was when I 
knew the pilot, who also flew models, he had arranged for 
me to sit jump seat and I got the full tour. Second was 
when the pilot saw me sitting front and centre, where you 
can see what’s going on up front, reading FLYER 
magazine so called me forward, which resulted in another 
jump seat ride. On discovering my connection with 
Orkney, and the planned flight was overhead Kirkwall, he 
asked where my mother’s house was. Given a general 
direction of just right of the Highland Park distillery, which 
happened to be the track we needed anyway, we flew 
down the street at 1,000ft.

What do you need to be mindful of while 
flying in Scotland?
Flying around Scotland has a lot of plus points, not least 
the scenery and lack of controlled airspace to play in. 
There are however, large areas that are far from help 
should the fan stop up front. Then the famous mountain 
wave, which the glider guys love so much, can catch the 
uninitiated out with rotor from the mountains, a real 
hazard if not just turbulence. The club lost its secretary 
and a member in a flexwing, due to this, not long after I 
started at Perth.

Have you done much touring?
I haven’t done a lot of touring other than the annual 
pilgrimage to the Rally. We did take the Warriors from 
Dundee to St Omer one year, and the following year over 
to the west coast for a weekend. Mostly we fly out to 
lunch, which can even be to Carnarvon, that’s where the 
140-150kt cruise comes in handy.

Do you land away on the Scottish Isles? 
There are some great places to visit, such as Glenforsa 
on Mull, Oban, and Plockton, which are regular lunch 
venues. Bute is also good, sadly the hotel near the airfield 
is closed at present. There’s normally a fly-in or two at 
Lamb Holm on Orkney, and Easter to the north of 
Inverness is popular. The annual, when the weather 
plays, Sollas fly-in is also a must do, best to go only on 
the fly-in weekend when the beach is checked out by the 
organisers, they even mark out a runway with a rake in 
the sand. All the isles are also great to visit, just 
remember to phone ahead, some want four hours PPR!

In 2019 I co-organised a RV Scottish tour, which had 
20 aircraft based at Perth flying out to various venues 
each day. The week was thoroughly enjoyed by all who 
attended and featured many of the places above. If any 
groups would like to do similar, we would be happy to 
help. The airport is generally open to assisting with 
reduced landing fees for such events.

Who are your aviation heroes?
Any of the pioneers really, and the designers of Vulcan, 
Concorde, Spitfire – art forms that happen to fly really well. 

Above Landing at 
Glenforsa in the RV. 
One of those aviation 
‘must dos’.

Below When the 
weather is good, 
flying in Scotland is 
incredibly beautiful.
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Have you had any ‘learned about flying’ 
moments? 
During one of the test flights of the RV we were setting up 
the stall warner, which involved climb above the airfield, 
couple of stalls, land, adjust, repeat. On one of the last 
ones the cloudbase was around 3,000ft. It was late March 
and the temperature was around 5°C. Just below the 
clouds I pulled the throttle back to idle and started the 
stall test, quite quickly I noticed the rpm dropping below 
the usual 650rpm and called to Dai, engine out, lowered 
the nose and advanced the throttle and it came back to 
life, however with a high fuel flow rate and not the usual 
smooth running. 

Dai quickly recognised the problem, having seen it 
before, and pulled the mixture back to regulate the flow to 
somewhere it should be to restore normal running. 
Fortunately, we were over the airfield and so landed 
without fuss and taxied in during which we noticed the 
flow rate still high, even at tick over it was in the 20+ l/h 
range and stayed there. We shut down and waited a few 
minutes, restarted and all was normal, and it has been 
ever since. 

Don’t be fooled into thinking that carb icing can’t 
happen on an injection engine, it’s then called ‘induction 
icing’ and screws up the fuel metering, we’d had a rich 
cut at idle. It was surprising how quickly the ice formed, 
and it wasn’t going away.

Otherwise, nothing too hairy. I forgot to move the 
kneeboard once, so an aileron roll turned into a slow roll, 
but that’s what the training is for. One other would be the 
return from Lamb Holm when the weather closed in 
around Inverness. Again, training and an IMC rating 
being current gave the option of going on top if required, 
being the better option than dodging the high ground. It 
turned out not to be required as we stayed in sight of the 
surface, but with less than ideal horizontal vis for a bit but 
we were well above MSA, which was the main concern.

Do you have an aircraft or vehicles wish 
list?
I’d quite like to build another aircraft, probably a Van’s, 
possibly a RV-7 unless the 15 is announced and a step 
change, whatever that might be. There is a plan to get a 
tailwheel rating, possibly in the Pits with Dai, hence the 
RV-7.

I’ve had two Lotus Elise and now have an Exige 
Roadster. No real intention of changing the Exige as long 
as I can get into it! It has been on the track at Knockhill a 
couple of times, it’s amazing how it handles. The 
challenge is to keep the driving licence clean, although 
the F-Pace has more chance of spoiling that, being less 
noisy and having less impression of speed. The Exige is 
just nice to take on the Scottish back roads, Applecross is 
on the hit list for example, we opted not to do that bit of 
the scenic North Coast 500 road with the motorhome!

Do you have other non-aviation hobbies/
interests?
I occasionally do a bit of clay pigeon shooting, having 
been bitten by the bug a few years back. I don’t do 
enough of it to be that good but tend to hit more than I 
miss – some days. Also, a passing interest in F1 and I 
will watch the races if I can, but I don’t get too upset if I 
miss one. 

Any advice for fellow pilots? 
Keeping current and safe is the main advice. All too often 
we see things which a little forethought and planning 
would help avoid. Simple things like starting up and 
blowing prop wash over other aircraft or trying to taxi 
through a gap that’s only just big enough rather than 
going round the longer way. Find a good club and/or 
Strut with people of similar interests. I learned to fly at 
Dundee, which is a great training establishment, but with 
little club atmosphere to talk of. Perth is a large club, over 
240 members, with 80+ members’ aircraft on site, so is 
always busy… apart from when Covid hit. ■

Above Ian having 
fun at Knockhill 
motor racing circuit in 
his Lotus Exige.

Below Ian quickly 
attained aerobatic 
training so he could 
enjoy aeros in the 
RV.
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